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“You make the divine human,

and the human divine.” -AIA President Jeffery Potter’s
parting words during the closing ceremony on May 19
at the AIA convention in Washington, D.C.
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New Life for L.A. Landmark

The Los Angeles County Museum of Art (LACMA) has owned the Art
Deco building at Wilshire Boulevard and Fairfax Avenue—
home of the May Company department store from 1939 to 1993 —
for almost 20 years, but
has never quite known
what to do with it.
Meanwhile, the Academy
of Motion Picture Arts
and Sciences has been
trying to build a museum
for decades. A recently
unveiled plan resolves
both issues.
In late May, the
Academy announced that 1, toy company building will house a movie museum.
it had hired Renzo Piano
Building Workshop and Zoltan Pali, principal of the local firm SPF
Architects, to convert the historic landmark into a movie museum.
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and S.A. Marx—from LACMA. The facility could open as early as

2016. Piano says the challenge will be to create something new

inside while preserving the facade. He adds that the edifice
BRANCHING OUT Yeekai Lim represents a golden age in Hollywood: It debuted the same year

BY C.J. HUGHES

THE RECESSION and its aftermath have
clearly taken a toll on the architecture profes-
sion. In May, during the AIA’s annual
convention, Kermit Baker, the institute’s chief
economist, reported that 60,000 payroll jobs
had been lost at firms over the past four years,
with 36.000 of them being designers and
architects. Of that group, about a third have
found work outside of architecture, according
to surveys conducted by the AIA.

Roughly 6,000 of these architects will likely
quit the profession for good, the surveys
found—a move that could have serious ramifi-
cations. This doesn’t even account for recent
graduates who, unable to find jobs at firms,
may pursue work in entirely different fields.
According to sources we interviewed, these
new career paths vary widely, from
culinary endeavors to digital game design.

“I hung on to my desk as long as I could
afford to, but [ realized [ wasn’t going in nearly
as much,” says Yeekai Lim, 39, who ran his
own practice while also holding down jobs at
various firms over the years. In 2009, he

started a coffee company
in 2009 due to a slowdown in
architectural work.

decided to pursue his second passion: coffee.

For years, Lim had been experimenting
with beans and brewing styles at his California
home and had become “obsessed with this
notion of the perfect cup.” This ultimately led
him to found Cognoscenti Coffee, which began
as a coffee cart. Today, Lim has six employees
and two coffee shops: one in Los Angeles and
another opening soon in Culver City. Moreover,
his business is turning a profit, he says.

Lim hasn’t abandoned architecture entirely.
He designed his two stores, and he’s working
for a client on a restaurant in Los Angeles.

He doesn’t know if he will ever return to archi-
tecture full time, but if he does, his coffee
company experience will be a boon. Pouring
lattes “has definitely provided a lot of insight
on client-architect relationships,” he says. “I
better understand the service side, which is

as Gone with the Wind and The Wizard of Oz. Fred A. Bernstein

what architects should be focusing on.”

Also drawn to food service was Natasha
Case, who, after graduating from UCLA in
2008, went on to design hotels for Disney. But
after her six-month contract wasn't renewed
due to the recession, Case started an ice cream
company in 2009 with a friend. Coolhaus—
whose name is an amalgam of Koolhaas and
Bauhaus—now has 10 trucks, two carts, and an
L.A. storefront, where customers can choose
flavors such as Louis Pe-Kahn and Mint-alism.
The company’s ice cream sandwiches are also
sold in certain Whole Foods Markets. Case says
her architecture know-how has been helpful,
particularly in regard to packaging design.
“I'm obviously not working in CAD,” she says,
“but there’s a huge amount that has translated
from my background.”

Some architects (continued on next page)
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BY C.J. HUGHES

THE RECESSION and its aftermath have
clearly taken a toll on the architecture profes-
sion. In May, during the AIA’s annual
convention, Kermit Baker, the institute’s chief
economist, reported that 60,000 payroll jobs
had been lost at firms over the past four years,
with 36,000 of them being designers and
architects. Of that group, about a third have
found work outside of architecture, according
to surveys conducted by the AIA.

Roughly 6,000 of these architects will likely
quit the profession for good, the surveys
found—a move that could have serious ramifi-
cations. This doesn’t even account for recent
graduates who, unable to find jobs at firms,
may pursue work in entirely different fields.
According to sources we interviewed, these
new career paths vary widely, from
culinary endeavors to digital game design.

“I hung on to my desk as long as I could
afford to, but I realized I wasn’t going in nearly
as much,” says Yeekai Lim, 39, who ran his

2016. Piano says the challenge will be to create something new
inside while preserving the facade. He adds that the edifice
BRANCHING OUT Yeekai Lim represents a golden age in Hollywood: It debuted the same year
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home and had become “obsessed with this
notion of the perfect cup.” This ultimately led
him to found Cognoscenti Coffee, which began
as a coffee cart. Today, Lim has six employees
and two coffee shops: one in Los Angeles and
another opening soon in Culver City. Moreover,
his business is turning a profit, he says.

Lim hasn’t abandoned architecture entirely.
He designed his two stores, and he’s working
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what architects should be focusing on.”

Also drawn to food service was Natasha
Case, who, after graduating from UCLA in
2008, went on to design hotels for Disney. But
after her six-month contract wasn’'t renewed
due to the recession, Case started an ice cream
company in 2009 with a friend. Coolhaus—
whose name is an amalgam of Koolhaas and
Bauhaus—now has 10 trucks, two carts, and an
L.A. storefront, where customers can choose
flavors such as Louis Pe-Kahn and Mint-alism.
The company’s ice cream sandwiches are also
sold in certain Whole Foods Markets. Case says
her architecture know-how has been helpful,
particularly in regard to packaging design.
“I'm obviously not working in CAD,” she says,
“but there’s a huge amount that has translated
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BY C.J. HUGHES

THE RECESSION and its aftermath have
clearly taken a toll on the architecture profes-
sion. In May, during the AIA’s annual
convention, Kermit Baker, the institute’s chief
economist, reported that 60,000 payroll jobs
had been lost at firms over the past four years,
with 36,000 of them being designers and
architects. Of that group, about a third have
found work outside of architecture, according
to surveys conducted by the AIA.

Roughly 6,000 of these architects will likely
quit the profession for good, the surveys
found—a move that could have serious ramifi-
cations. This doesn’t even account for recent
graduates who, unable to find jobs at firms,
may pursue work in entirely different fields.
According to sources we interviewed, these
new career paths vary widely, from
culinary endeavors to digital game design.

“I hung on to my desk as long as I could
afford to, but I realized I wasn’t going in nearly
as much,” says Yeekai Lim, 39, who ran his
own practice while also holding down jobs at
various firms over the years. In 2009, he
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New Life for L.A. Landmark

The Los Angeles County Museum of Art (LACMA) has owned the Art
Deco building at Wilshire Boulevard and Fairfax Avenue—

home of the May Company department store from 1939 to 1993 -
for almost 20 years, but

has never quite known

what to do with it.

Meanwhile, the Academy
of Motion Picture Arts
and Sciences has been
trying to build a museum
for decades. A recently
unveiled plan resolves

both issues.

In late May, the
o ' Academy announced that The May Company building will house a movie museum.

it had hired Renzo Piano

O * 5 cm Building Workshop and Zoltan Pali, principal of the local firm SPF

Architects, to convert the historic landmark into a movie museum.
The Academy will lease the building—designed by Albert C. Martin
and S.A. Marx—from racma. The facility could open as early as

2016. Piano says the challenge will be to create something new
inside while preserving the facade. He adds that the edifice
BRANCHING OUT Yeekai Lim represents a golden age in Hollywood: It debuted the same year

started a coffee company
in 2009 due to a slowdown in
architectural work.

Qéiﬁdct:orplrsue his second passion: coffee.

For years, Lim had been experimenting
with beans and brewing styles at his California
home and had become “obsessed with this
notion of the perfect cup.” This ultimately led
him to found Cognoscenti Coffee, which began
as a coffee cart. Today, Lim has six employees
and two coffee shops: one in Los Angeles and
another opening soon in Culver City. Moreover,
his business is turning a profit, he says.

Lim hasn’t abandoned architecture entirely.
He designed his two stores, and he’s working
for a client on a restaurant in Los Angeles.

He doesn’t know if he will ever return to archi-
tecture full time, but if he does, his coffee
company experience will be a boon. Pouring
lattes “has definitely provided a lot of insight
on client-architect relationships,” he says. “1
better understand the service side, which is

as Gone with the Wind and The Wizard of Oz. Fred A. Bernstein

what architects should be focusing on.”

Also drawn to food service was Natasha
Case, who, after graduating from UCLA in
2008, went on to design hotels for Disney. But
after her six-month contract wasn’'t renewed
due to the recession, Case started an ice cream
company in 2009 with a friend. Coolhaus—
whose name is an amalgam of Koolhaas and
Bauhaus—now has 10 trucks, two carts, and an
L.A. storefront, where customers can choose
flavors such as Louis Pe-Kahn and Mint-alism.
The company’s ice cream sandwiches are also
sold in certain Whole Foods Markets. Case says
her architecture know-how has been helpful,
particularly in regard to packaging design.
“I'm obviously not working in CAD,” she says,
“but there’s a huge amount that has translated
from my background.”

Some architects (continued on next page)
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for decades. A recently
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In late May, the
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Architects Pursue New Careers

BY C.J. HUGHES

THE RECESSION and its aftermath have
clearly taken a toll on the architecture profes-
sion. In May, during the AIA’s annual
convention, Kermit Baker, the institute’s chief
economist, reported that 60,000 payroll jobs
had been lost at firms over the past four years,
with 36,000 of them being designers and
architects. Of that group, about a third have
found work outside of architecture, according
to surveys conducted by the AIA.

Roughly 6,000 of these architects will likely
quit the profession for good, the surveys
found—a move that could have serious ramifi-
cations. This doesn’t even account for recent
graduates who, unable to find jobs at firms,
may pursue work in entirely different fields.
According to sources we interviewed, these
new career paths vary widely, from
culinary endeavors to digital game design.

“I hung on to my desk as long as I could
afford to, but I realized I wasn’t going in nearly
as much,” says Yeekai Lim, 39, who ran his
own practice while also holding down jobs at
various firms over the years. In 2009, he

and S.A. Marx—from racyma. The facility could open as early as

2016. Piano says the challenge will be to create something new
inside while preserving the facade. He adds that the edifice
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started a coffee company
in 2009 due to a slowdown in
architectural work.

decided to pursue his second passion: coffee.

For years, Lim had been experimenting
with beans and brewing styles at his California
home and had become “obsessed with this
notion of the perfect cup.” This ultimately led
him to found Cognoscenti Coffee, which began
as a coffee cart. Today, Lim has six employees
and two coffee shops: one in Los Angeles and
another opening soon in Culver City. Moreover,
his business is turning a profit, he says.

Lim hasn’t abandoned architecture entirely.
He designed his two stores, and he’s working
for a client on a restaurant in Los Angeles.

He doesn’t know if he will ever return to archi-
tecture full time, but if he does, his coffee
company experience will be a boon. Pouring
lattes “has definitely provided a lot of insight
on client-architect relationships,” he says. “1
better understand the service side, which is

as Gone with the Wind and The Wizard of Oz. Fred A. Bernstein

what architects should be focusing on.”

Also drawn to food service was Natasha
Case, who, after graduating from UCLA in
2008, went on to design hotels for Disney. But
after her six-month contract wasn’'t renewed
due to the recession, Case started an ice cream
company in 2009 with a friend. Coolhaus—
whose name is an amalgam of Koolhaas and
Bauhaus—now has 10 trucks, two carts, and an
L.A. storefront, where customers can choose
flavors such as Louis Pe-Kahn and Mint-alism.
The company’s ice cream sandwiches are also
sold in certain Whole Foods Markets. Case says
her architecture know-how has been helpful,
particularly in regard to packaging design.
“I'm obviously not working in CAD,” she says,
“but there’s a huge amount that has translated
from my background.”

Some architects (continued on next page)
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eget vestibulum eget, tristique eu est. In auctor

rutrum purus, et eleifend velit nulla sed ligula. In hac habitasse platea
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sem mi, vulputate id pellentes
que et, sagittis eget magna.

condimentum adipiscing. Quisque cursus, justo
vitae malesuada tempus, lacus eros pharetra risus,
sit amet malesuada felis libero vel velit. Proin
accumsan vulputate felis non euismod. Etiam ut
massa non dui lobortis commodo id vitae nulla.
Phasellus a tortor purus. Nullam dolor nisl, blandit
at placerat in, rutrum sed justo. Suspendisse vel
ipsum sapien. Aliquam venenatis elit euismod
tortor cursus id malesuada metus mattis. Morbi
convallis, ligula eu pellentesque ornare, nibh urna
sagittis ipsum, sed aliquet nunc sapien vel nunc.
Aliquam erat volutpat. Donec magna eros, ultri-
cies posuere ultrices ut, sodales ac urna. Phasellus
tincidunt, diam sed rhoncus posuere, urna eros
sollicitudin ante, sed molestie dui felis quis elit.

Ut sit amet nisl non urna gravida lobortis eget vel
mauris. Praesent eu libero lectus. Nunc rutrum,
quam id suscipit venenatis, velit urna hendrerit
diam, ut tincidunt odio turpis nec eros. Nam port-

titor pretium tempus. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet,
consectetur adipiscing elit. Integer sem mi, vulpu-
tate id pellentesque et, sagittis eget magna. Cras
egestas ultrices enim, in faucibus libero ornare
sed. Etiam a ante in magna suscipit pellentesque
sed nec urna. Duis condimentum suscipit vesti-
bulum. In cursus, mi nec tempor suscipit, quam
risus auctor massa, non adipiscing elit lacus quis
nunc. Nunc auctor dapibus congue. Morbi quis
urna tellus. Curabitur pellentesque ante non nisi
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mi nec tempor suscipit, quam risus auctor massa,
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sagittis eget magna. Cras egestas ultrices enim, in faucibus libero nec
tempor suscipit ornare sed.
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Integer sem mi,
vulputate id pellentesque et, sagittis eget magna. Cras egestas ultrices
enim, in faucibus libero ornare sed. Etiam a ante in magna suscipit pel-
lentesque sed nec urna.
Duis condimentum sus-
cipit vestibulum. In cursus,
mi nec tempor suscipit,
quam risus auctor massa,
non adipiscing elit lacus
quis nunc. Nunc auctor
dapibus congue. Morbi
quis urna tellus. Curabitur
pellentesque ante non nisi
lobortis dapibus. Sed ut
purus erat, ac tincidunt
dui. Praesent vel dolor at
urna adipiscing aliquet vitae non nulla. Morbi eget justo non est sagittis
aliquet id sed magna. Morbi lectus sem, imperdiet vitae volutpat ut,
viverra gravida felis. Nunc viverra porttitor porta. Mauris aliquet, odio
eu pellentesque sollicitudin, nisl nulla pulvinar odio, ac tempus elit
neque a metus. Maecenas blandit, turpis eget lacinia semper, magna elit
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipisc-
ing elit. Integer sem mi, vulputate id pellentesque
et, sagittis eget magna. Cras egestas ultrices enim,
in faucibus libero ornare sed. Etiam a ante in
magna suscipit pellentesque sed nec urna. Duis
condimentum suscipit vestibulum. In cursus, mi
nec tempor suscipit, quam risus auctor massa,
non adipiscing elit lacus quis nunc. Nunc auctor
dapibus congue. Morbi quis urna tellus. Curabitur
pellentesque ante non nisi lobortis dapibus. Sed ut
purus erat, ac tincidunt dui. Praesent vel dolor at
urna adipiscing aliquet vitae non nulla. Morbi eget
justo non est sagittis aliquet id sed magna. Morbi
lectus sem, imperdiet vitae volutpat ut, viverra
gravida felis. Nunc viverra porttitor porta. Mauris
aliquet, odio eu pellentesque sollicitudin, nisl
nulla pulvinar odio, ac tempus elit neque a metus.
Maecenas blandit, turpis eget lacinia semper,
magna elit rutrum purus, et eleifend velit nulla sed
ligula. In hac habitasse platea dictumst. Aenean
erat nunc, iaculis nec pharetra a, eleifend vitae
nulla. Etiam sodales sapien eu orci consectetur
viverra et a eros. Aenean nisl urna, fermentum
eget vestibulum eget, tristique eu est. In auctor
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condimentum adipiscing. Quisque cursus, justo
vitae malesuada tempus, lacus eros pharetra risus,
sit amet malesuada felis libero vel velit. Proin
accumsan vulputate felis non euismod. Etiam ut
massa non dui lobortis commodo id vitae nulla.
Phasellus a tortor purus. Nullam dolor nisl, blandit
at placerat in, rutrum sed justo. Suspendisse vel
ipsum sapien. Aliquam venenatis elit euismod
tortor cursus id malesuada metus mattis. Morbi
convallis, ligula eu pellentesque ornare, nibh urna
sagittis ipsum, sed aliquet nunc sapien vel nunc.
Aliquam erat volutpat. Donec magna eros, ultri-
cies posuere ultrices ut, sodales ac urna. Phasellus
tincidunt, diam sed rhoncus posuere, urna eros
sollicitudin ante, sed molestie dui felis quis elit.

Ut sit amet nisl non urna gravida lobortis eget vel
mauris. Praesent eu libero lectus. Nunc rutrum,
quam id suscipit venenatis, velit urna hendrerit
diam, ut tincidunt odio turpis nec eros. Nam port-

Etiam sodales sapien eu orci consectetur viverra et a eros. Aenean nisl

titor pretium tempus. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet,
consectetur adipiscing elit. Integer sem mi, vulpu-
tate id pellentesque et, sagittis eget magna. Cras
egestas ultrices enim, in faucibus libero ornare
sed. Etiam a ante in magna suscipit pellentesque
sed nec urna. Duis condimentum suscipit vesti-
bulum. In cursus, mi nec tempor suscipit, quam
risus auctor massa, non adipiscing elit lacus quis
nunc. Nunc auctor dapibus congue. Morbi quis
urna tellus. Curabitur pellentesque ante non nisi
lobortis dapibus. Sed ut purus erat, ac tincidunt
dui. Praesent vel dolor at urna adipiscing aliquet
vitae non nulla. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, con-
sectetur adipiscing elit. Integer sem mi, vulputate
id pellentesque et, sagittis eget magna. Cras egestas
ultrices enim, in faucibus libero ornare sed. Etiam
a ante in magna suscipit pellentesque sed nec urna.
Duis condimentum suscipit vestibulum. In cursus,
mi nec tempor suscipit, quam risus auctor massa,




